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4                            A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
requires the careful weighing of a vast number of complicated facts, both military and political, but it may be said that during these years the nations were more and more being bound together in a social, moral and economic interdependence which made it increasingly difficult for a great Power to stand outside the family of nations, or to be neutral in their struggles.
The immense and rapid development of applied science
which characterized this period and produced this result must
always be borne in mind by any student of history.  It is likely
enough that a future generation will judge that the art of
government and the conduct of international affairs lagged
far behind the advance of science in these years.   Methods of
statesmanship which served their purpose when nations were
all but self-contained, when it took a fortnight to travel from
Rome to London, and diplomatists waited on couriers, had
suddenly to adapt themselves to a world vibrating with news
and rumour, flashing its signals by day and by night over land
and sea; provided with immense new facilities for travel and
transport, tempting its merchant adventurers to race ojie
another for places in the sun;  a world in which the nations
were developing an altogether new sense of contiguity and
rivalry, which made it difficult for them to live together and
.   impossible for them to live apart.   Statesmen during tkese
-   years continued to think of war as an inevitable and periodic
clean-up of policy, which inflicted no irreparable or Iqng-
lasring injury upon the belligerents, and even in some ways
advanced the common civilization, while science was preparing
a kind of warfare which was all but wholesale slaughter, and
came perilously near, on the first trial of it, to inflict a mortal
wound on the common civilization.   In these circumstances,
the statesmen's specific of the balance of power was bound
enormously to increase the scope and destructiveness of war
when the peace was broken and the massed and evenly balanced
forces of the great alliances came into collision.
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